Proceedings of the Royal Society of Medicinte 68 (c) The involvement of the ulnar nerve area together with the fact that the patient comes from a country, and belongs to a race, in which leprosy is endemic, and in addition to this has a history which is somewhat suspicious of a previous attack.
The first case of tuberculoid leprosy was described by J. Jadassohn in 1898. Later Klingmiiller, Kedrovski, and Unna published similar observations. In 1923 Darier and Pautrier reported four cases. Further knowledge we owe to a number of publications from tropical countries and also from Norway. From this it is evident that cases of tuberculoid leprosy are not so rare as was formerly thought. For instance in Reiss' clinic in China, 4000 to 50% of leprosy cases were of the tuberculoid type.
In my opinion it does not greatly matter whether one labels this " tuberculoid" leprosy or " sarcoid " leprosy. Reiss, for instance, states that the lesions in his cases of tuberculoid leprosy resembled Boeck's sarcoid or tuberculosis cutis luposa, or verrucosa. Also Querangal des Essart and Lefrou who described " Les sarcoides de la lepre " consider the sarcoid type to be only a special tissue reaction to the leprosy. The main point according to their experience is that in the sarcoid type of leprosy one finds Hansen bacilli much more often than in the tuberculoid form. It is well known that it is often impossible to differentiate sarcoid from leprosy histologically. On the other hand, it is as frequently impossible to differentiate between tuberculoid and sarcoid which, as Darier states, have intermediate and transition forms, both clinically and microscopically. Therefore it seems to me unnecessary to complicate the classification of the different forms of leprosy by introducing a new subgroup, namely sarcoid leprosy.
From a prognostic point of view the tuberculoid form of leprosy is the most favourable, and seems to be an attenuated variety.
Therapeutically, I propose to inject hydnocarpus esters locally into, and around the lesion.
Lichen Nitidus.-ROBERT KLABER, M.D. This boy, aged 9, has had successful operations for congenital pyloric stenosis and for a squint. He usually enjoys good health.
Seven months ago.-The eruption was first noticed on his wrists when he was in hospital for the operation on his eyes. Since then, the eruption has been observed to have a wide distribution, though in some areas it is said to appear and disappear within a few hours. The disappearance is said to be helped by exposure to sun and air, but it seems possible that this is only an optical illusion. There is slight irritation only when a new group of lesions is appearing.
